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ESMT Berlin and University of Virginia’s McIntire School of 
Commerce partner to establish global impact program 

 
ESMT Berlin and the University of Virginia’s McIntire School of Commerce (UVA McIntire) will offer 
a cross-continental global impact program designed to develop the next generation of global 
business leaders. This partnership reflects the shared commitment of both institutions to provide 
high-impact academic experiences that prepare graduate students for global business leadership 
with social impact.   
  
Beginning in 2025, students enrolled in the Master of Science in Global Commerce (MSGC) at UVA 
McIntire and those enrolled in the Master of Global Management (MGM) at ESMT will be able to 
take advantage of a new joint global impact program that allows students to gain business 
experiences across two continents. A blended cohort of graduate students from both universities 
will spend almost a year working together on social impact in business while studying at each 
university. 
  
“This partnership exemplifies the shared vision of ESMT and McIntire to foster cross-cultural 
academic exchange and develop the next generation of global business leaders,” said Jörg Rocholl, 
president of ESMT. “Moreover, it underscores the economic and historical ties between the US and 
Germany, serving as a model for social impact cooperation.”  
  
McIntire Dean Nicole Thorne Jenkins said, “Our new collaboration with ESMT exemplifies our 
dedication to providing students with comprehensive, globally-oriented education. The exchange 
program will deeply enrich the academic journey of our students, offering them unique 
opportunities to engage with diverse perspectives, innovative business practices in Europe, and 
social impact projects around the world.”  
  
Through the program, ESMT Master in Global Management students study their entire fourth term 
at UVA, focusing on developing global business skills while immersing themselves in a new culture. 
After their UVA experience, they return to ESMT together with the UVA cohort. In Berlin, the 
students take additional courses and then prepare and implement their social impact project (SIP) — 
a five-week, immersive project in which they serve as an economic or management consultant for an 
organization with specific social impact objectives. SIP teams are formed at UVA and consist of 
students from both schools, thus fostering global collaboration. During the course of a SIP project, 
many of the students travel to a third country to work on site with their clients.  
  
For more information about the upcoming exchange program and application details, please visit 
esmt.berlin/global-impact-program and commerce.virginia.edu. 
 
About ESMT Berlin 
ESMT Berlin is a leading global business school with its campus in the heart of Berlin. Founded by 25 
global companies, ESMT offers master, MBA, and PhD programs, as well as executive education on its 
campus in Berlin, in locations around the world, online, and in online blended format. Focusing on 
leadership, innovation, and analytics, its diverse faculty publishes outstanding research in top 
academic journals. Additionally, the international business school provides an interdisciplinary 
platform for discourse between politics, business, and academia. ESMT is a non-profit private 

https://www.commerce.virginia.edu/ms-global
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institution of higher education with the right to grant PhDs and is accredited by AACSB, AMBA, 
EQUIS, and ZEvA. It is committed to diversity, equity, and inclusion across all its activities and 
communities. esmt.berlin  
 
About the McIntire School of Commerce 
For more than 100 years, the McIntire School of Commerce at the University of Virginia has been 
committed to preparing its students to become inspiring ethical leaders, fearless pathfinders, and 
dynamic, responsible visionaries who help define and enhance the global marketplace. McIntire’s 
unique, integrated educational experience leverages technology, collaborates with corporations in 
the classroom, and offers unparalleled, immersive global learning opportunities. Home to seven 
research centers, the School is widely recognized for the academic excellence and real-world 
relevance of its undergraduate and graduate programs. 
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