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R&D Annual Report 2019 shows high quality of research at 
ESMT Berlin 

• 22 peer-reviewed journal articles, 8 in A/A+ journals 
• Prestigious ERC Starting Grant for Özlem Bedre-Defolie 
• Bringing Technology to Market Center founded 

ESMT Berlin’s international faculty continue to deliver first-class research according to the newly issued 
R&D Annual Report 2019. ESMT published 22 peer-reviewed articles, of which eight appeared in the 
most influential A/A+ journals such as Academy of Management Journal, Management Science, and 
Organization Science. In addition, five books, 18 book chapters, and four case studies were published 
last year. 

Research at ESMT again attracted grants from various funding resources such as the prestigious 
European Research Council (ERC) Starting Grant, which was awarded to economics professor Özlem 
Bedre-Defolie. Her project “Digital Platforms: Pricing, Variety, and Quality Provision” (DIPVAR) will 
receive €1.49 million until 2024. It aims to develop models for capturing important dynamics of digital 
platforms, such as Amazon, Alibaba, or Google, and to make recommendations for an effective 
competition policy in digital markets, which could greatly improve consumer welfare. 

Moreover, ESMT implemented the Ingrid and Manfred Gentz Chair in Business and Society held by 
Gianluca Carnabuci, professor of organizational behavior. The chair’s mission is to develop scientific 
knowledge that helps leaders act competently and responsibly. It is the school’s first privately funded 
chair.  

ESMT also founded the Bringing Technology to Market (BTM) Center in 2019. Led by Olaf Plötner, 
professor of management practice, the center investigates strategies of industrial champions in global 
markets and helps companies develop a competitive advantage.  

Download the full R&D Annual Report 2019 here.  
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About ESMT Berlin 
ESMT Berlin is the highest ranked business school in Germany and Top 10 in Europe. Founded by 25 
leading global companies, ESMT offers master’s, MBA, and PhD programs, as well as executive 
education on its campus in Berlin, in locations around the world, and in online blended format. Focusing 
on leadership, innovation, and analytics, its diverse faculty publishes outstanding research in top 
academic journals. Additionally, the international business school provides an interdisciplinary platform 
for discourse between politics, business, and academia. ESMT is a non-profit private institution of higher 
education, accredited by AACSB, AMBA, EQUIS, and FIBAA. esmt.berlin  
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