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ESMT Berlin welcomes 26 new students to the Industry Immersion 
Program in South Africa 

 
ESMT Berlin and the African Institute of Mathematical Sciences (AIMS) welcomed 26 students to the second intake 
of the Industry Immersion Program (IIP) in Cape Town, South Africa today. The six-month program for 
mathematically trained African graduates prepares students to transition from an academic environment to 
employment in industry. The 14 women and 12 men participating in the IIP all hold a master’s degree. They come 
from Botswana, Burundi, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria, Somalia, South Africa, Uganda, and Zimbabwe. 
 
The IIP was launched in July 2017 and is comprised of two academic modules and a 12-week internship with 
industry partners across Africa. Professors from ESMT faculty teach pro bono on topics such as business etiquette 
and presentation skills, corporate strategy, finance and accounting, data analytics, and organizational behavior. The 
German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) provides financial support for costs such as travel expenses for 
students and professors with funds from the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(BMZ). Internship partners in 2018 include B. Braun, Bosch, E-Health Nigeria, Evonik, Hatch, I&M Bank Kenya, 
Khonology, Krones Kenya, Siemens, ThyssenKrupp, and VW.  
 
“Last year 25 AIMS students from eight African countries completed the Industry Immersion Program,” said Nick 
Barniville, Associate Dean of Degree Programs at ESMT. “We hope that this pilot program will be emulated and 
make a contribution to improve graduate employability in Africa.” 
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About ESMT Berlin 
ESMT Berlin was founded by 25 leading global companies and institutions. The international business school offers a 
full-time MBA, an executive MBA, a master's in management, as well as open enrollment and customized executive 
education programs. ESMT focuses on three main topics: leadership, innovation, and analytics. ESMT faculty 
publishes in top academic journals. Additionally, the business school provides an interdisciplinary platform for 
discourse between politics, business, and academia. The business school is based in Berlin, Germany, with Schloss 
Gracht as an additional location near Cologne and a branch office in Shanghai, China. ESMT is a private business 
school with the right to grant PhDs and is accredited by the German state, AACSB, AMBA, EQUIS, and FIBAA. 
www.esmt.org   
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