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CURRENT EMPLOYMENT 
 
2014 – present Associate Professor of Economics with tenure, ESMT Berlin 
2022 – present Associate Professor of Economics, Department of Economics, 

University of Toronto (status) 
 
EDUCATION 
 
2001   Ph.D., Economics, Cornell University 
1995 MA, International and Development Economics, Yale University 
1994   BA (Joint Honors), Economics and Finance, McGill University 
 
PAST EMPLOYMENT 
2019 – 2022 Associate Professor of Economics, Munk School of Global 

Affairs & Public Policy, University of Toronto 
2010 – 2014   Associate Professor of Economics, ESMT Berlin 
2007 – 2010  Assistant Professor of Economics, ESMT Berlin 
2001 – 2007  Post-Doc, Center for Economic Studies, University of Munich 
 
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 
 
2023 – present  Affiliated Researcher, J-PAL 
2022 – present Forward Society Lab, Co-director  
2016 – present Committee for Organizational Economics, German Economics 
   Association, Elected Member 
2012 – present  Human Capital and Economic Opportunity Global Working 

Group, Fellow 
2011 – present Committee for Development Economics, German Economics 
   Association, Elected Member 
2008 – present CESifo Research Network, Fellow 
 
FIELDS OF INTEREST 
 
Economic Development, Labor Economics 
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PUBLICATIONS 
 
Charitable Donations to Natural Disasters: Evidence from an Online Platform, 2023, 
(with Marrit Teirlinck and Michael Kaiser), Oxford Economic Papers, 75 (4): 902–922. 
 
Organizing Entrepreneurial Teams: A Field Experiment on Autonomy over Choosing 
Teams and Ideas, 2023, (with Tia Boss, Linus Dahlander and Christoph Ihl), 
Organization Science, 34 (6): 2097–2118.  

Popular Science Version: When autonomy helps team performance --- And when it 
doesn’t (with Tia Boss, Linus Dahlander, and Christopher Ihl) Harvard Business 
Review, December 1, 2021. 

 

Book Review of “Thinking like an Economist: How Efficiency Replaced Equality in U.S. 
Public Policy”, by Elizabeth Popp Berman, Princeton University Press (2022), Journal of 
Economic Literature, 60(4) (December, 2022). 
 
Defaults and Donations: Evidence from a Field Experiment, 2019, (with Steffen 
Altmann, Armin Falk, Paul Heidhues and Marrit Teirlinck), Review of Economics and 
Statistics, Volume 101(5), p.808-826. 
 
School Feeding and Learning Achievement: Evidence from India’s Midday Meal 
Program, 2019, (with Tanika Chakraborty), Journal of Development Economics 
Vol.139, 249-265. 

Popular Science Version: Midday Meals in India improve children’s learning outcomes 
(with Tanika Chakraborty), voxdev.org, September 9, 2022. 

 
Anatomy of a Contract Change, 2016, (with Debraj Ray and Francis de Vericourt), 
American Economic Review, 106(2), 316-358.  

Popular Science Version: “The economic and the social: anatomy of a contract change 
in India” (with Debraj Ray), voxdev.org, 2017. 

 
Linear Social Interactions Models, 2015, (with Lawrence Blume, William Brock, and 
Steven Durlauf), Journal of Political Economy, 123(2), pp. 444-496. 
 
Book Review of “An Economist in the Real World: The Art of Policy Making in India”” 
by Kaushik Basu, MIT Press (2015), Journal of Economic Literature, 54(2) (June, 2016). 
 
The Effect of School Lunches on Primary School Enrollment: Evidence from India’s 
Midday Meal Scheme, 2015, (with Dora Simroth), Scandinavian Journal of Economics, 
177(4), pp. 1176-1208. 
 
Engendered Access or Engendered Care? Evidence from a Major Indian Hospital, 
2014, (with Debraj Ray and Shing-Yi Wang), Economic and Political Weekly, June 21. 
 
Do Higher Costs Spur Process Innovations and Managerial Incentives? Evidence from a 
Natural Experiment, 2013, (with Benoit Dostie), Journal of Economics & Management 
Strategy, 22(3): 529-550. 
 

https://hbr.org/2021/12/when-autonomy-helps-team-performance-and-when-it-doesnt
https://hbr.org/2021/12/when-autonomy-helps-team-performance-and-when-it-doesnt
https://voxdev.org/topic/health-education/midday-meals-india-improve-children-s-learning-outcomes
http://voxdev.org/topic/firms-trade/economic-and-social-anatomy-contract-change-india
http://voxdev.org/topic/firms-trade/economic-and-social-anatomy-contract-change-india
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Organizational Redesign, Information Technologies and Workplace Productivity, 2012, 
(with Benoit Dostie), The B.E. Journal of Economic Analysis & Policy, 12(1,Topics): 
Article 4. 
 
What (if Any) Are the Returns to Computer Use? (with Benoit Dostie and Mathieu 
Trépanier), 2010, Applied Economics, 42(30): 3903-3912. 
 
Determinants of School Enrollment in Indian Villages, 2006, (with Benoit Dostie), 
Economic Development and Cultural Change, 54(2): 405-421. 
 
The Signaling Role of Municipal Currency in Local Development, 2004 (with Mandar 
Oak) Economica 72(288): 597–613. 
 
Small-scale Industry, Environmental Regulation and Poverty: The Case of Brazil, 2004, 
(with Peter Lanjouw), World Bank Economic Review 18(3): 443–464. 
 
The Evolution of Poverty and Inequality in Indian Villages. 1999, (with Peter Lanjouw), 
World Bank Research Observer 14(1): 1–30. 
 
WORKING PAPERS 
 
Does Co-Residence with Parents-in-law Reduce Women’s Employment in India? (with 
Bisma Khan and P. Sneha), HCEO Working Paper 2023-004. 
 
WORK IN PROGRESS 
 
Evaluation of a Digital Skills Program for TVET Teachers in Rwanda (with Sneha Menon 
and Matthias Schundeln) 
 
The Long-run Effects of School Feeding on Female Labour Force Participation in India 
(with Tanika Chakraborty and Sneha Menon) 
 
The Impact of a Hybrid Bundle of a Sustainable Farming Interventions in South India  
 
The Role of Networks in Immigrants’ Job Quality (with Benoit Dostie and Natalia 
Vigezzi) 
 
 
 
OTHER ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS 
 
Institutional Microeconomics of Development, 2010, (Co-edited with Timothy Besley) 
CESifo seminar series, Cambridge: MIT Press. 
 
Influence of polymorphism within the heme oxygenase-I promoter on overall survival 
and transplantation-related mortality after allogeneic stem cell transplantation, 2008, 
(with Gerbitz, Armin, Patrick Hillemanns, Christoph Schmid, Andrea Wilke, Hans-
Jochem Kolb, Gunther Eissner, and Ernst Holler), Biology of Blood and Marrow 
Transplantation, 14(10), 1180-1189. 
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International public goods and the case for foreign aid, 1999, (with Ravi Kanbur) In 
Global Public Goods, ed. I. Kaul, I. Grunberg, and M. A. Stern, 418–435. New York, NY: 
Oxford University Press. 
 
SOME NON-ACADEMIC WRITING 
 
Columns in the Monday Magazine of 3quarksdaily.com 
At a Loss with Biodiversity Loss?, February, 2023 
Inequality, Justice, and Economics, August 2022 
Market Power, January 2022 
Minding the Gender Wage Gap, September 2021 
Prime Minister Modi – What Gives? May 2021 
So, You Stand by #FarmerProtests, April 2021 
Girls and Math (with Peter Burns), February 2021 
Systemic Racism—Vicious Circles (with Larry Blume), November 2020 
Racial Disparity and Racial Bias, October 2020 
The Many Identities of Kamala Harris, August 2020 
Cultural Aphasia, July 2020 
 
 
TEACHING 
 
MBA:  Data Analytics for Managers, Evidence-Based Management, Doing 

Business Sustainably (ESMT) 
MSc:  Econometrics, Doing Business Sustainably (ESMT) 
Executive: Data Analytics for Managers (ESMT) 
PhD:  Development Economics (Berlin School of Economics) 
MGA: Microeconomics for Global Affairs, Topics in Development: Health & 

Education, Capstone: Development (University of Toronto) 
 
Awards: President’s honor roll for teaching excellence: 2011-2023  
 
 
 
 
EXTERNAL GRANTS AND AWARDS 
 
German Institute for Development Evaluation (DEval), Germany (2023-2025) 
Leibniz Science Campus, Berlin Centre for Consumer Policies (BCCP), Leibniz 
Association, Germany (2019–2023) 
SSHRC Insight Development Grant, Canada, PI (2020-2023) 
German Science Foundation (DFG) Grant Priority Program 1764, “Refugees: Labor 
Market Integration and Impact on Natives” (2017-2020) 
German Science Foundation (DFG) Grant CRC-TRR 190: “Rationality and Competition”  
Curtius Foundation Grant, Germany (2016-2020) 
NESTA IGL Grant, U.K. (2016-2017) 
German Research Foundation (DFG) Grant, Germany 
International Growth Centre (IGC) Grant, U.K. 

https://3quarksdaily.com/3quarksdaily/2023/02/at-a-loss-with-biodiversity-loss.html
https://3quarksdaily.com/3quarksdaily/2022/08/inequality-justice-and-economics.html
https://3quarksdaily.com/3quarksdaily/2022/01/market-power.html
https://3quarksdaily.com/3quarksdaily/2021/09/minding-the-gender-wage-gap.html
https://3quarksdaily.com/3quarksdaily/2021/05/prime-minister-modi-what-gives.html
https://3quarksdaily.com/3quarksdaily/2021/04/so-you-stand-by-farmerprotests.html
https://3quarksdaily.com/3quarksdaily/2021/02/girls-and-math-2.html
https://www.3quarksdaily.com/3quarksdaily/2020/11/systemic-racism-vicious-circles.html
https://www.3quarksdaily.com/3quarksdaily/2020/10/racial-disparity-and-racial-bias.html
https://www.3quarksdaily.com/3quarksdaily/2020/08/the-many-identities-of-kamala-harris.html
https://www.3quarksdaily.com/3quarksdaily/2020/07/cultural-aphasia.html
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Social Science and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) Grant, Canada 
Research and Training Group (RTG) Grant, Germany 
 
Karl-Heinz Kipp Chair in Research (2016-2017) 
KfW Prize for Policy-Relevant Research (2016) 
 
REFEREEING 
 
American Economic Review, Journal of the European Economics Association, Review 
of Economics and Statistics, Journal of Development Economics, Journal of 
Development Studies, Games and Economic Behavior, Journal of Finance, Journal of 
Human Resources, Economic Development and Cultural Change, Journal of 
International Development, World Development, European Economic Review, ITAX, 
Research Policy, Food Policy, Empirical Economics, Management Science, Oxford 
Economic Papers, Journal of Economics Behavior and Organization, Economic Journal, 
European Research Council, Volkswagen Foundation, DFG, World Bank. 
 
RECENT SEMINARS AND TALKS 
 
2023 The (New) Social Responsibility of Business, Sustainable Business 

Round Table, ESMT Berlin, Sustainability and Digital Technologies, 
Rationality and Competition conference, ESMT Berlin, RWI Berlin 
Network Seminar, RWI – Leibniz Institute for Economic Research, 
Digital Future Summit ESMT Berlin, Expert Forum: Blended Finance for 
Climate and Energy Investments, ESMT Berlin, Economics Alumni 
Workshop, Cornell University, Berlin Science Week, FOS-Forward 
Society Launch, University of Toronto 

2022 Delhi School of Economics, Indian Institute of Management (Calcutta), 
Consumer Pyramids Household Survey Webinar, Berlin Science Week 
(keynote), Today’s Global Leaders (introductory remarks), University of 
Toronto, Convoco Forum (keynote), CEA Conference 

2021  Cornell University, University of Toronto, American Economic 
Association annual meetings, Field Days (co-organizer) 

2020  SPI conference; CESifo Conference on Public Economics, Field Days (co-
organizer) 

 
 
 
CONSULTING EXPERIENCE 
 
World Bank, United Nations, Transparency International, E-CA 

 
 
 

Last updated:  March 1, 2024 


