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KEY FACTS

Program strengths include:

 · Rigorous training in state-of-the-art methodology in 
preparation for your independent research 

 · Access to ESMT’s world class faculty and the Berlin 
science community 

 · Close collaboration and supervision by ESMT professors

ESMT Berlin is offering PhD education in a stimulating aca-
demic environment based on a structured curriculum. An 
individual study plan, which determines the selection of 
courses to be taken, will be designed with a faculty mentor 
after enrollment in the PhD Program.

The content of the required coursework should guarantee 
that ESMT PhD candidates obtain the necessary training to 
conduct research independently and at the highest level. This 
typically requires the mastering of a broad set of research 
methods commonly applied in the area of management.

ESMT BERLIN OFFERS PHD STUDIES  
IN A STIMULATING ACADEMIC ENVIRONMENT  

BASED ON A STRUCTURED CURRICULUM

CLOSE SUPERVISION 
BY A MENTOR FROM 

ESMT FACULTY

PROGRAM 
IN ENGLISH

STRUCTURED 
CURRICULUM AND 

INDIVIDUAL STUDY PLAN

AWARDED DEGREE: 
DR.RER.POL OR PHD

180 ECTS 
POINTS
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STRUCTURE OF THE PROGRAM 

Successful applicants must have obtained a Master’s in 
Economics or Business Studies and have performed 
exceptionally well in their studies. Applicants from related 
fields (such as Industrial Engineering, Statistics, or quantita
tive social sciences) may also fulfill the admission require
ments if they have an interest in Economics or Business 
Studies. ESMT PhD education is free of charge. We offer 
part-time research and teaching assistant employment 
alongside our PhD studies. Please refer to the ‘ jobs’ section 
of the ESMT website for current vacancies.

ESMT offers a rolling admission, which allows candidates to 
have an individual start of their PhD studies. Admission to the 

program requires that the candidate identifies a potential first 
supervisor amongst the professors of ESMT.

Additionally, ESMT continues to cooperate with the Berlin 
School of Economics and also offers PhD education to 
members of this program. Applications for the 
BSoE program must be made directly via the Online Portal. 

ESMT offers funding to BSoE students through stipends and 
travel allowances.

APPLICATION  
REQUIREMENTS 

Structured methods 
according to individual 

PhD plan

30 
ECTS

Soft skills courses, 
conferences, summer 

school, teaching

15 
ECTS

Research paper and 
presentation for the PhD 

candidacy

15 
ECTS

Dissertation · Defence

90 
ECTS

30 
ECTS

180 
ECTS

3 years

https://esmt.berlin/jobs
https://esmt.berlin/jobs
https://bdpems.wiwi.hu-berlin.de/portal/
https://bdpems.wiwi.hu-berlin.de/portal/?q=content/application


ESMT Berlin is accredited by:

ESMT Berlin is a member of:

ESMT Berlin
Schlossplatz 1
10178 Berlin
Germany

phd@esmt.org
esmt.berlin/phd-program

About ESMT Berlin

ESMT Berlin is the highest ranked business school in 
Germany and top 10 in Europe. Founded by 25 leading 
global companies, ESMT offers master’s, MBA, and PhD 
programs, as well as executive education on its campus 
in Berlin, in locations around the world, online, and in 
online blended format. Focusing on leadership, inno va-
tion, and analytics, its diverse faculty publishes out-
stand ing research in top academic journals. Additionally, 
the international business school provides an inter-
disciplinary platform for discourse between politics, 
business, and academia. ESMT is a nonprofit private 
institution of higher education, accredited by AACSB, 
AMBA, EQUIS, and FIBAA, and is committed to diversity, 
equity, and inclusion across all its activities and 
communities. 
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